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PROBLEMS OF WHEAT PRODUCTION IN GEORGIA

Tamaz Kunchulia
Georgian Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Tbilisi, Georgia
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Summary

Together with vine, Georgia is acknowledged as an original country of wheat. It ancient
species — Makha, Zanduli, Doli Bread and others are characterized with high resistance to pests and
diseases and qualities for high quality bread baking. Most importantly the ancient species of
Georgian wheat represent the best selection material.

During long period of time, Georgia could not meet demand for wheat. Based on recent
years’ data, coefficient of self-sufficiency fluctuated between 8-18%. In Georgia, where the demand
is around 650-700 thousand tons of wheat, the trend of decreasing wheat plantations can be
observed and this can be explained by the lack of attention to the sector,

In the current Georgia, the problem of wheat seed production is not addressed, relevant
agricultural equipment is lacking, mineral fertilizer is expensive, and new technologies are not
introduced. This happens is the condition when according to the specialists’ calculations Georgia
can meet 60-65% of wheatdemand. For this the plantations should increase up to 110-120 thousand
hectares and the yield per ha should reach 3 tons, that is not difficult to achieve in the current
conditions of Georgia.

Everything should start by purchasing of wheat by certifies warehouse that will be linked
with wheat producers ‘cooperative and commercial bank.Responsibility of certified warehouse is
buying of wheat seed from cooperatives and storing it. The commercial banks keep bank accounts
of producers that are linked with warehouse. The certified warehouse regularly informs bank on
the amounts and prices of stored wheat. Wheat producer addresses the bank for loan and the bank
approves loan in the mount of 60% of stored wheat and informs the client.

Key Words: wheat, history, production, certified warehouse
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