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WINE AND VINE IN GEORGIA
(Fragments from history, the present situation, the future directions)
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1Georgian Academy of Arricultural Sciences, Thilisi, Georgia
2Georgian Technical University, Thilisi, Georgia
Summary

The country of ancient farmers — GEORGIA — is considered as an origin hearth of cultural vine-
grape forms. It is located between the Greater Caucasus Mountains System, the Black Sea (Georgia),
the legendary Colchis and Caspian Sea basins, which create a unique, moderate environment and climate
for the viticulture and as well as for winemaking development.

Fragments from history: The information is based on archaeological, paleontological,
paleobotanical, linguistic, ampeloghrapical research conducted on the territory of the country. The
historical stages of the development of viticulture and winemaking are considered from ancient times,
from the beginning of farming - to date. The post period of phylloxera and phylloxera is highlighted
with long negative processes, successive processes and the hope of independent Georgia.

A new epoch begins with the cultivation of phylloxera in viticulture; New objects originated,
Phylloxera protruding stabilizers and prosthetic modules, nursery farms; Stimulus was given to organize
science. The scientific station (Sagara, 1890) was founded by philosopher and has played a fundamental
role in establishing the Viticulture and Winemaking Union of Scientific Research in Georgia (1930).
The Soviet period of viticulture and winemaking is epochal; In the 80’s of the last century, the vineyard
area increased to 125-127 thousand hectares. 500-700 thousand grapes were produced in the country;
28-30 million decalitre of wine.

The total agricultural production in viticulture was 18-20%; Wine production was 15-16% in
the food industry. Negative processes have emerged in the background of success.-Demand and control
of quality in the "great" harvesting country has weakened. The development of the unique varieties of
vine has remained in the unique microzone unattended. Falsification was overwhelming.

Problem of planting material: The country was provided with a standard grafting plant, but it
was not a problem of producing a healthy, weird seedling. Work in this direction has been resumed since
2007 and the base nursery was organized in the country (village Jigaura, Mtskheta, 2007). Since 1990,
legal rules have been established in independent Georgia. The Law of Georgia on Vine and Wine has
been acting since 1998. The concept of development of the field and the strategic directions, according
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to which the vineyard area of the country should grow to 70.0 thousand hectares instead of 34,4 thousand
hectares. The country should produce 400-450 thousand tons of grapes.

It should increase the raw materials of Georgian cognac and sparkling wine production.
First of all, science should be restored.
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