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MEASURES TAKEN AGAINST THE HAIL IN SMALL AND MEDIUM SIZE
VITICULTURAL FARMS
Elguja Shapakidze, Shota Chalaganidze, Merab Kvartskhava
Georgian Academy of agricultural Sciences, Tbilisi, Georgia
E -mail: shapakidze-elgudja@rambler.ru

Summary

One of the most dangerous natural calamities is hail which brings upon physical
damage to plants, flowers and fruit. Besides, the pests often appear on the injured plants
which require more labor work and material expenses. In the result of hail, a considerable part
of the crop is lost, sometimes the losses vary from 3-5% to 30-50%, and in exceptional cases,
even 100% of the total crop is lost.

To reduce the losses a mechanical method of covering the vineyard with a special net-
cover has been used in Georgia. The methods of cultivation of hail- resistant plants are
applied; also covering the gardens and vineyards with metal or plastic nets is often used.
Protecting vineyards from hail with the help of plastic net-covers started in Georgia in 1975
and it is still applied. One of those safety constructions is protected by copyright in Georgia (
Patent # 520076. The authors: E. Shapakidze and D. Taktakishvili). One of the excellent
features of the cover is that it has a simple construction which is very important for small and
medium-size farms.

We consider that it would be possible to avoid huge financial losses in case a wide
application of the net-covers invented by us would be widely implemented. To achieve this
goal it is necessary to create adequate conditions, such as: rehabilitation of existed net-
producing plant, affordable agricultural credits for the farmers, and involvement of
researchers and experts in the process of improvement and implementation of the system.
However, it does not mean that other methods of fighting against the hail should be neglected.
The researchers in Georgia continue to work on this very urgent problem till present.
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