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Study sowing date of autumn sown onion and choose the varieties for the second
zone of olericulture of eastern Georgia

Elene Motiashvili-Sitchinava- Doctor of Agricultural Sciences,
Irma Iremashvili- Master
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Abstract

The aims of the field experiment were to study sowing date of autumn-sown onions for the second zone of olericulture in
eastern Georgia, get green onion yield in late autumn and in early spring. Also, get an early yield of onion bulbs and choose
proper onion varieties. The experiment held on at the Scientific-Research Center of Agriculture in Tsilkani, Mtskheta
municipality, during 2014-2017.

There were local onion variety and introduced varieties in the experiment. We study frost resistance, pest resistance,
morphological features and yield in different sowing time. Two introduced varieties “SX136” and “Texas” were selected,
which also were tested at variety testing nursery in 2017. Both are high yielding varieties and resistant to fungal diseases and
onion fly. They don’t need pesticides use during a vegetation period and we get early yield in the second decade of June
when onion bulbs are deficient in markets.

According to frost resistance, high yield, and biological features, the best sowing period in autumn is from 5 to 15
September. In the case of later sowing time, the onion plants don’t reach the optimal size and -3-4 °C frost negatively affect
to the emerged plants and destroy them.
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