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INFLUENCE OF QVEVRI ON WINE
Gia Gamtkitsulashvili, Gela Gamtkitsulashvili , Marina Khositashvili
lakob Gogebashvili Telavi State University, Telavi, Georgia
gia@cellar.ge
Summary

Nowadays, many researchers and scientists consider and recognize that Georgia is a homeland
of wine. In Georgia, in the village Shulaveri, a vessel formed like an egg-shaped earthenware vessel was
found, which is approximately of 80 centuries old. The scientists confirmed that there was wine in it.
Since then till today Georgian people haven’t stopped making wine in Qvevris. That is why UNESCO
recognized the technological process of wine making in Qvevri by Georgian people and added it to the
list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. In various regions of Georgia there are clays and clay-
like rocks with different mineral and structural composition, from which the Qvevris are produced today.
Recently foreign and Georgian specialists often ask questions: in which region the best Qvevri is
produced, what kind of influence clay, cement, lime and wax have on the biochemical processes, on
wine stability, on wine diseases, on organoleptic properties during wine making, whether oxidation
reaction process continues in the Qvevri, or whether the Qvevri is a neutral vessel. Recently we meet
Qvevri wine with different color, taste, purity, bio chemical composition, which causes great confusion
between Georgian and foreign consumers and winemakers and raises unanswered questions. For that
reason in autumn 2017, in different regions we poured wine of Rkatsiteli grapes from one vineyard into
the Qvevris made by different masters and studied current biochemical processes during wine making.
At the same time, we studied mineral and structural composition of raw materials of clay, yellow earth,
silt, light earth of these Qvevris. Repeated researches are being conducted.
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