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Georgia — Cradle of Wine- making

Bondo Kalandadze
Honorable Wine-maker of Georgia

Summary

Georgia — a cradle of wine-making is the slogan which presented Georgia in Bordeaux,
France in the Wine Civilization House which has been visited by hundreds of guests who got
acquainted with the presented materials testifying that 8 000 years ago, people living on the
territory of Georgia brought from the forests vine species and started to grow it in their dwelling
places. Though, identification of Georgia as a motherland of vine and wine-making did not
occur for the first time at the exhibition in Bordeaux. As we read in the book “Wine History”
by H. Jonson, a writer and a wine-expert, an exhibition dedicated to wine-making was held in
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one of the old parts of London; Georgia presented its wines in number 1 pavilion and the slogan
was: Georgia — a cradle of wine-making. This pavilion was starting the history of wine-making
in the world, and it was evident that Georgia was the homeland of vine and wine-making.
Nowadays, there are 525 endemic species of vines cultivated in Georgia; all of them are found
and identified, and are now presented in the experimental plot in Jighaura, near Thilisi.

This year, Georgian “Qvevri” , a ceramic vessel dug in the earth for keeping wine, has been
included into the list of Non-Material Culture, and the name of alcoholic drink “Chacha” is
identified as Georgian Geographical name. Once in two years in lkalto Academy of Qvevri,
Kakheti region, an international symposium dedicated to Georgian Qvevri is held. Also,
Georgia celebrates “Wine-maker’s Day” and organizes wine festivals and contests.

Georgian wine-makers achievements in popularization of Georgian wine should be dully
appreciated — today our country exports more than 90 million bottles of dry and sparkling wines
in more than fifty countries.
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