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1.6.1.2.6. The geopolitical context of the flax crop in the ancient Colchis. /D. Lomitashvili/. West Coucasus - 
Archaeological Context. – 2020. – #1. – pp. 13-26. – geo.; abs.: geo., eng., rus. 
The finds of Nokalakevi expedition provided noteworthy material with regard to the development of flax 
production in Colchis. The central and eastern sections of the lower terrace of Nokalakevi city-site (where 
certain concentration of archaeological sites dated to the 8th -1st cc BC are observed) yielded a number of 
pyramidal clay weights of a vertical weaving loom alongside the spindle-whorls of many different shapes and 
material. Dated from the II millennium BC to the Hellenistic period including, the items obtained through 
archaeological excavations and listed in the present article support the opinion that the pyramidal ceramic 
loom weights discovered in Colchis at the sites of different period are actually the weights of vertical weaving 
looms. In terms of time, archaeological data give priority to the vertical looms. As far as the horizontal 
weaving looms are concerned, they, indeed, coexist alongside the vertical ones from a certain period. The 
finds revealed at Nokalakevi city-site can be considered to be another proof of the hypothesis that the 
Georgian weaving looms, which are characterized by originality, developed and improved over time. The 
process of their development did not take place separately. The looms with their original forms are among 
the cultural achievements of ancient peoples. Ref. 39. 
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1.6.1.2.7. New Finds in Ortvala Klde; An Innovative Vision of the Paleolithic and New Objectives of 
Research. /N. Tushabramishvili/. West Coucasus - Archaeological Context. – 2020. – #1. – pp. 43-71. – geo.; 
abs.: geo., eng., rus. 
The article discusses the outcomes of research which proves cohabitation of two populations – the 
Neanderthals and modern humans in Ortvala Klde. Yet as early as in 1994, I expressed the opinion that in 
Georgia there existed the Middle to Upper Paleolithic transition period, and that it was possible that modern 
and Neanderthal humans lived simultaneously, or coexisted. The new laboratory analysis carried out abroad 
in the late 2018, in fact, confirmed the dates identified by me and the theoretical presumption of coexistence. 
In other words, as a result of substantial, multidisciplinary research it has been concluded that the Middle 
Paleolithic industry could belong to both the Neanderthals and the Homo sapiens. I am convinced the given 
definition will alter the attitude of the world prehistorians towards the industries of Middle Paleolithic. 
Recent research showed a necessary for conducting a repeated investigation of Georgia’s paleoenvironment, 
conditioned by the most recent discovery of the fossil of a macaque of the Pleistocene era in the Ortvala 
Klde. Fig. 20, Tab. 11, Ref. 56. 
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1.6.1.2.8. A review of M. Kazanski's article: the burial rites with a shield in the late antique period in the 
northern and eastern coast of the Black Sea. /I. Anchabadze/. West Coucasus - Archaeological Context. – 
2020. – #1. – pp. 72-79. – geo.; abs.: geo., eng., rus. 
In the work the author discusses several burials of the late antique period containing shield bosses (umbo) 
discovered on the Black Sea Coast (including the territory of Abkhazia) and several presumable provenances 
of so called Germanic, Thracian and Romanized Eastern traditions of placing items in burials. As a result of 
critical discussion of the article, based on a number of archaeological data, the given review points to the 
presence of strong local roots of the tradition in question. Ref. 21. 
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1.6.1.2.9. Pitiakhshs in ancient Iberia. /Z. Bragvadze/. West Coucasus - Archaeological Context. – 2020. – #1. 
– pp. 80-93. – geo.; abs.: geo., eng., rus. 
Archaeological artifacts found in Bori village in 1902 are preserved in the State Hrmitage Museum in Saint 
Petersburg. Among the material particularly interesting is a silver cup with an Aramaic inscription: ‘Kind 
Pitiakhsh Buzmihri. The inscription revealed that the office of pitiakhsh existed in the kingdom of Iberia in 
Roman epoch. Indeed, it is interesting whether the burial in which the object in question was discovered was 
the ossuary of a pitiakhsh. The point is that generally sarcophagi or crypts are not found in Bori – there are 
only pit-burials there - which, in my opinion, excludes presence of the burial of a pitiakhsh here, and the rich 


